aa ae 


Supe 
wants to 
restrict 
traffic in 
transit 
lanes 


by Thomas K. Pendergast 


Muni’s “red carpet” bus lanes 
might get pulled out from under 
the wheels of private transporta- 
tion buses if District | 
Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer 
gets her way, as she moves to 
change legislation governing the 
transit lanes. 

Although the red-painted 
“transit only” lanes for Muni 
buses and private taxis have 
been around since the *70s, the 
last couple of years have seen a 
major expansion of them 
throughout the City, including in 
the Mission and on Geary 
Boulevard as part of the Geary 
Bus Rapid Transit (GearyBRT) 
program. Some of the Geary 
lanes have been marked but not 
yet painted red. 

Last August, Susan Vaughan, 
a member of the San Francisco 
Municipal Transit Agency’s 
(SFMTA) Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee, discovered the SFM- 
TA had accepted the code gov- 
erning the use of the lanes to in- 
clude private transit buses, like 
Chariot shuttles, buses transport- 
ing tech workers and casino pa- 
trons, airport shuttles and other 
private buses for institutions like 
medical and education centers. A 
vehicle seating 10 or more peo- 
ple is considered a “bus” by the 
California Vehicle Code (CVC). 

In 2008, the SF Board of 
Supervisors made operating any 
vehicle not a Muni bus or taxi- 
cab in the red lanes an infraction, 
but left defining where these 
lanes are located up to the SFM- 
TA’s board of directors. In 
March 2014, however, the SFM- 
TA added “buses” into the lan- 
guage of defining what is and is 
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Artist on the Move 


Photo: Philip Liborio Gangi 


Richmond District artist Eddie Ahn cleans his vinyl artwork on the AT&T utility box located at 199 Eighth Ave. Ahn won an 
art competition to have his artwork displayed in various locations in the Richmond. For more information about the 
artist, non-profit leader and comic book creator, see story page 7. 


by Thomas K. Pendergast 


The City’s contract with the 
Outside Lands Art and Music 
Festival expires in 2021, but an 
extension of that contract is go- 
ing before the SF Recreation and 
Park Commission on Jan. 17. If 
approved, it then goes to the SF 
Board of Supervisors (BOS). 

The director of permits and 
property management for the de- 
partment, Dana Murphy 
Ketcham, outlined the basics of 
the proposed contract at a SF 
Recreation and Park Department 
(RPD) meeting of the depart- 
ment’s operations committee on 
Dec. 6, 2018, which approved it 
and then forwarded it to the full 
commission. 

The RPD first entered into an 
agreement with Another Planet 
Entertainment (APE), the com- 
pany that runs the Outside Lands 
Festival, in 2009. That contract 
went through 2013. 

“It was a test to see how it 


would work,” Ketcham said. 

In 2012, APE came back to 
the department and the BOS, 
asking them to approve a new 
contract extending to 2021, 
while making a number of 
changes in response to concerns 
from neighbors and increasing 
the amount of money going to 
the department. 


According to Ketcham, 


Another Planet is asking for an , 


additional extension for another 
10 years, through 2031, because 
festival organizers need to plan 
three years in advance in order 
to line up artists, equipment and 
the like. 

She noted that revenues for 
the RPD started at $815,000 per 
year in 2009, then increased over 
time. In the most recent fiscal 
year, the department added $3.3 
million to its coffers from the 
three-day concert at Golden Gate 
Park’s polo field and surround- 
ing areas. 

Concert promoters also spon- 


sor an annual 
fundraiser for 
RPD, which 
garners about 
$15,000 to 
$20,000 per 
year. That mon- 
PC Ver OCS MELO 
scholarships or 
the Parks 
Alliance. 

Also, since 
2012, Another 
Planet has partially funded a gar- 
dener for Golden Gate Park at a 
cost of more than $85,000 per 
year. It also contributes materials 
and supplies to keep the polo 
field in good shape and it reim- 
burses RPD for all of the over- 
time for its staff, which comes to 
about $100,000, Ketcham said. 

The concert has drawn rough- 
ly 2 million visitors to the City 
since it started, although the de- 
partment estimates that about 25 
percent of those attending the 
concert are from San Francisco. 


Ketcham detailed the outlines 
of the proposed new contract. 

“The current minimum rent 
was set at $1.4 million and 
capped but we have been earning 
significantly more than that and 
we want to make sure we’re 
guaranteed to get it because 
we re budgeting for it,” she said: 
“So, it’s increasing to $2.5 mil- 
lion and then increases by 
$75,000 per year. 

“The percentage for rent is 
unchanged, 11 percent of ticket 
revenue, which is a very good 
amount compared to other festi- 
vals,” Ketcham said. “We get an 
additional rent of $1.25 per tick- 
et. We’re doing a cost-of-living 
adjustment to that, so it increases 
to $1.50 in 2020, $1.75 in 2024 
and $2 in 2028.” 

Amendments also proposed 
for the new contract address con- 
cerns raised by neighbors at re- 
cent community meetings, in- 
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Arrest made related to fires in Golden Gate Park 


An arrest related to several 
arson fires in Golden Gate Park 
has been made, although as of 
press time charges tied directly 
to those fires have not been filed. 
Police say the investigation is 
ongoing. 

According to media reports, 
six fires were set on Noy. 9 and 
10, between about 6:15 p.m. and 
9 a.m., close to the park’s polo 
field and flycasting pond. There 
were no injuries or damage to 
any buildings, but SF Fire 
Department officials considered 
them “suspicious” as possible ar- 
sons. } 

A witness who was jogging 


around the polo field at the time 
told a reporter in a television 
news interview that the flames 
appeared suddenly and grew 
very quickly. 

On the morning of Nov. 14, at 
about 7:23 a.m., SF Police 
Department officers responded 
to the Stow Lake Boathouse in 
Golden Gate Park regarding a 
suspect who was detained by SF 
Recreation and Park Department 
rangers. The man was arrested 
near Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Stow Lake drives without inci- 
dent. 

Police officer Adam Lob- 
singer said Anthony Jon 


Wengerd, 26, of San Francisco, 


was a “person of interest” related ~ 


to the multiple fires. 

The suspect also had an out- 
standing warrant for aggravated 
assault, battery and elder abuse. 

The arrest warrant was con- 
nected to a previous incident on 
Oct. 10, 2018, in which authori- 
ties allege that he assaulted a 72- 
year-old Golden Gate Park gar- 
dener with a tree branch near the 
Stow Lake Boathouse. Park 
rangers served Wengerd with a 
court order demanding he stay at 
least 150 yards away from the 
boathouse after that incident. 

After his arrest in November, 


he was booked into San 
Francisco County Jail for violat- 
ing the court’s stay-away order, 
and park rangers served him 
with another court order de- 
manding he stay at least 150 
yards away from the entire 
Golden Gate Park. 

On Dec. 2, 2018, a news re- 
port on KPIX-channel 5 reported 
that Wengerd was arrested again, 
this time on robbery charges. He 
remains in custody, without bail. 

Lobsinger said the Golden 
Gate Park arson fire investiga- 
tions remain open and active as 
of press time. 

— Thomas K. Pendergast 


2 ¢ The Richmond ReView 


January 2019 


Clement 
¥ Produce 
% Market 


FRESH FRUITS & VEGETABLES, BEER, WINE, GROCERIES 
2354 Clement St. (corner 25th ave.) 


387-8222 Best Quality 


Low Prices 


Open 
7 Days 


Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy New Year 
from your friends at Cal's Pet Supply. 

Don't forget, curbside service is available by 
calling ahead. No Parking Necessary. 


Bring in this ad for $5 off your purchase of $30 or more! 
Limit one per customer + Cannot be applied to Orijen or Acana + Expires Jan. 31, 2019 


5950 California Street @ 22nd Avenue « 415-386-1720 


LET’S START 
THE NEW YEAR ~~ 
OFF RIGHT! (Jit\* 


Richmond District businesses are the 
life-blood of the community, supporting 
neighborhood schools and more. Please 

support our local merchants in 2019! 


greater 

Geary 
boulevard 
merchants 

& property owners 


David Heller per 
association 


President 


436 Balboa St. 


. Monday thru Sunday 
(@5" Ave) 


7am-—7pm 


Happy New Year! 
At Cinderella, We Wish 


All the Best for 
You and Your Family for 2019! 


Take-out Available 


(415) 751-9690 |. 5 


www.cinderellabakery.com 
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Couple perishes in 
Presidio Heights fire 


An early-morning fire that 
raced through a Presidio 
Heights’ home on Christmas Eve 
claimed the lives of Michael and 
Connie Hooker. 

Firefighters arriving on the 
scene were able to reach the cou- 
ple, but Michael, 83, was de- 
clared dead shortly thereafter 
and Connie, 69, died on Dec. 25 
after being transported to St. 
Francis Hospital. 

A firefighter was injured try- 
ing to enter the home but he was 
treated at a hospital and released. 

The cause of the fire at the 
home, located at 3838 Clay St., 
is under investigation. 


Food Bank delivers 
250,000th bag of groceries 


The San Francisco-Marin 
Food Bank’s home-delivered 
groceries program made its 
250,000th delivery in December. 
To mark the milestone, San 
Francisco Supervisor Sandra Lee 
Fewer joined the Richmond 
District Neighborhood Center 
(RNC) and the Richmond Senior 
Center on Dec. 13 to deliver gro- 
ceries to the Pham family in the 
Richmond District. 

Fewer presented a special 
certificate to mark the delivery 
of the food bank’s 250,000th de- 
livery. 

One of the Food Bank’s most 
successful collaborations is with 
the Richmond Senior Center and 
the Richmond District Neigh- 
borhood Center dating back to 
2015. Every week, the partner- 
ship delivers groceries to 116 se- 
niors and seven adults with dis- 
abilities. Since 2015, the partner- 
ship has delivered more than 
385,000 pounds of groceries to 
local residents. 

The grocery delivery program 


otudent dentists pr 

a-Of-(he-art Care 
supervised by UG 

Patients pay 40 to 6 

less than other dent 

e Quieter environment 


* [ficient Serv 


Exams 
Denture 
Teeth 


* X-rays 
* Cleanings 


* Fillings 


Implants 


Courtesy photo 
Volunteers get ready to deliv- 
er groceries supplied by the 
SF-Marin Food Bank. District 1 
Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer 
is second from right. 


is funded by San Francisco’s 
Department of Aging and Adult 
Services. Fourteen faith-based 
and community-based organiza- 
tions coordinate volunteers and 
staff to make weekly deliveries. 
The Food Bank provides 25 
pounds (on average) of food 
weekly, including chicken, pasta 
or rice and fresh, seasonal pro- 
duce. The food is tailored to the 
nutritional needs of seniors and 
people who are less active be- 
cause of mobility challenges. 

The program is needed now 
more than ever, experts say, as an 
estimated 16.3 percent of seniors 
face the threat of hunger in 
California. In San Francisco, the 
need is even more acute, since 
food costs are estimated to be 23 
percent higher than nationally. In 
addition, the population of se- 
niors in San Francisco continues 
to grow. In 2016, seniors com- 
prised 20 percent of that popula- 
tion but are projected to rise to 
26 percent by 2030. 


School Board looks at 
neighborhood schools 

The SF Board of Education 
unanimously approved a resolu- 
tion Dec. 11 to launch the pro- 
cess of developing a new student 
assignment system for city ele- 
mentary schools. 


UCSF Dental Center 


WLOE 


Pen 


al offices 


The resolution, called “devel- 
oping a community-based stu- 
dent assignment system for the 
SF Unified School District 
(SFUSD),” was authored by 
commissioners Matt Haney and 
Rachel Norton and was co-spon- 
sored by board President Stevon 
Cook and Vice President Mark 
Sanchez. 

The resolution does not imme- 
diately change the current stu- 
dent assignment system, which 
first took effect in the 2011-12 
school year, but calls on staff to 
consider alternatives to the 
choice-based system. 

Per the resolution, the new 
student assignment system will 
focus on elementary schools and 
will be predicated on greater pre- 
dictability, transparency, accessi- 
bility to neighborhood options, 
equity and a strong commitment 
to integrated schools. 

The resolution calls for 
school’s Superintendent Dr. 
Vincent Matthews to develop a 
recommendation for a revised 
student assignment policy and an 
implementation plan with time- 
lines. ° 

In developing a revised stu- 
dent assignment policy, staff will 
develop recommendations that 
will strive to serve the needs of 
historically underserved students; 
facilitate access to an elementary 
school within a reasonable geo- 
graphic distance and accessible 
to transit; and offer a predictable, 
transparent and accessible stu- 
dent assignment system. 

The policy development pro- 
cess will include extensive out- 
reach to and feedback from 


school district advisory bodies, 
families, staff and the communi- 
ty. The SFUSD has also request- 
ed that the superintendent con- 
duct an analysis of transportation 
needs and plans, as they relate to 
student assignment. 


(415) 476-1891, Option 3 
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Creativity helps keep seniors healthy, improves lives 


by Jan Robbins 


Negative stereotypes about older adults 
persist even today. But, when it comes to 
creativity, old age defies the myths. 

Tony Bennett, a singer at 92 years of 
is still touring, standing for 90- 
minute-long performances. Rita Moreno, 
an 87-year-old actress, is in a popular 
Netflix show, “One Day at a Time.” Mary 
Higgins Clark, the “Queen of Suspense” 
at 90, is still turning out two books a year. 

Studies show that older adults not only 
exhibit creativity, but when they do their 
brains become more flexible, enhancing 
health and well-being. Participants in a 
community-based art program, part of a 
two-year study in 2006 by the National 
Endowment for the Arts, reported better 
health, fewer doctor visits, less medica- 
tion usage, more positive responses on 
mental health measures and more involve- 
ment in overall activities. 


age, 


Closeted creativity 

“Creativity has always been there with 
aging, but many have not recognized or 
searched for it in themselves in later life 
because society has so denied, trivialized 
or maligned it,” said Dr. Gene Cohen, a 
ill e pioneer in gerontolo- 
“t EN m gy research and au- 

HMM ior of the 2000 book 

& ; “The Creative Age: 
Awakening Human 
Potential in the 
Second Half of Life.” 

Looking _ back, 
there are many exam- 
ples of creativity 
marching into older 
age. Irish playwright 
George Bernard Shaw, who won the 
Nobel Prize for Literature at age 69, said, 
“You see things and say ‘why?’ But I 
dream things that never were and say, 
“why not?’” 

Grandma Moses who starting painting 


Stuart Habley 


734-736 43rd Avenue, Outer Richmond 
SOLD $2,425,000 


9 Gateview Court, Golden Gate Heights 
SOLD $1,740,000 


520 34th Avenue, Outer Richmond 
SOLD $1,200,000 


at age 78, won international acclaim with 
15 one-woman shows in Europe and 
painted until her death at 101. 

But creativity is not just a bastion of 
famous people. And it is not some mysti- 
cal or spiritual argument but rather some- 
thing based on biological fact, argues 
clinical psychologist Francine Toder in 
her 2012 book “The Vintage Years: 
Finding Your Inner Artist after Sixty.” 

“Creativity is a life force causing us to 
be resilient and adaptive,” she said. 


In pursuit of one’s passions 

Pursuing one’s passions easily de- 
scribes retired carpenter Stuart Habley, 
69, a west side resident who says he has 
“a lot of passions. I get easily distracted.” 
Those include writing poetry, making 
short films, painting in watercolors, writ- 
ing a memoir and working ona screen- 
play based on his challenges living with 
bi-polar disease. 

“JT don’t consider it an illness, but 
rather a gift. There’s the disease and then 
there’s you,” he said. 

Habley, who also collaborates with his 
wife, has a film studio in his basement. 
He calls his website Hableywood.com. 


When luck provides opportunity 

Creativity is the flame that heats the 
human spirit and kindles our desire for in- 
ner growth and self-expression, according 
to Cohen. 

Sunset resident Kaaren Staunch 
Brown, 82, sticks to a writing schedule of 
two hours every morning to keep the 
brain sharp. 

“Writing keeps me interested in life 
because I really study people,” she said. 

Drawn to science fiction and mystery, 
Brown aspires to emulate the late science 
fiction writer Ursula K. Le Guin, whom 
she admires for her tough-minded, femi- 
nist bent. 

“People write what they read. I liked 
fiction because, unlike in my past aca- 
demic job as a social worker at the 


5337 California Street, Lake District 


SOLD $2,001,224 


727 16th Avenue, Central Richmond 


SOLD $1,705,000 


mn PRY 


823 30th Avenue, Central Richmond 


SOLD $1,200,000 


University of 
Michigan, I can write 
whatever I want. 
Science fiction can be 
hard science or social 
science, which is 
what I’m interested 
in. I like to fit togeth- 
er all of the pieces of 
a utopian society. 

Ine The sAbril 
Legacy,” which she 
published in 2017 as 
an Amazon eBook, Brown explores cor- 
rupt and corrupting corporations and how 
therapeutic environments can lessen their 
influence on society. 

“I have gotten some royalties, which 
makes me feel really good,” she said. 

Brown has written three more mystery 
novels since then. 


Kaaren Staunch 
Brown 


Arts of aging well 

Julene Johnson, associate director of 
the Institute for Health and Aging at the 
University of California, San Francisco, 
was part of a 2010 study in Finland that 
showed older adults participating in a 
choir had higher levels of well-being. 

Because the percentage of adults over 
age 65 in the U.S. is*expected to double 
by 2030, Johnson says there is a need to 
focus less on the biomedical sciences and 
more in the area of the arts to find ways to 
keep older adults engaged and healthy. 

Adults ready to explore art, music, film 
and writing can do so at the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute (most classes 
held in the downtown SF State University 
campus at 835 Market St.), the Fromm 
Institute at the University of San 
Francisco and City College of San 
Francisco. 


SALITROOT- GARE 


2960 Clement St, (at 31st Ave.) 
8:30 am = $330 pm | Thursday = Sunday 


o Brazilian Cassava Bread (pao de queiyo) 


house specialty, made from scratch 


o Organic Juices Made to Order 


o Empanadas 


o Vegan & Gluten Free options 


415-663-6226 


PENDING 


309 2nd Avenue #2, Inner Richmond 
SOLD $1,850,000 
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120 Tulare Street, Brisbane 
SOLD $1,495,000 
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Let’s Get Ready For 2019. Call Today! 


Robert Moffatt 
415.722.4038 


#41 RICHMOND 
Se . DISTRICT 


MCGUIRE __ yom RobertMoftatt.com 


OREHOT/ 3631 
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Kitale 


JAPANESE RESTAURANT 


5723 GEARY BLVD 4 5% @) ir iF 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
(415) 386-2777 
OPEN DAILY 

11:30 AM TO CLOSING 


EXPIRES: FEBRUARY 28, 2019 


= a a om oe 


NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Host an International 
Student in Your Home! 


Wonderful cultural exchange - 
In SF only! 


Pays $1,148/4weeks (shared bath) 


or $1,540/4 weeks (private bath) 


415-788-3552 or kchu@stgiles-usa.com 


Need Expert Professional 


: 1 
i 
| 


Call John Lee today 


for a free consultation: 


As your Trusted Advisor 
I will listen carefully to all your real estate needs and desires, 
and share with you my experience, perspective, and expertise. 


As your Skilled Negotiator 
[ will help you explore all options. I will respect your 
confidentiality. I will steadfastly represent your best interests. 


As your Expert Facilitator 
I will assemble, coordinate, and assist your team of service 
providers. I will lead your transaction to a successful close. 


= 
PACIFIC 
UNION 


Smart. Empathic. 
Experienced. Dedicated. 


Real Estate Services? 


(415) 447-6231 


GMAC Rea] Estate 


Serving as vour local newspaper columnist for the past 15 years! 


Beef , Turkey & Lamb 
Roasted In-House! 
Authentic Lamb Gyros 
Gluten Free Options! 
Beer & Wine/Tastings 
Live Music Happy Hour 


Coupon On: 


A Quality Local Hub fo Eat, Hang out or Take out! 


Daily Hot Sandwich Specials 


Coupon not valid for daily specials 


Homemade Meatball & Melted Provolone 
Tues.: Chicken/Bacon w/ Melted Pepper Jack 
Wed.: Homemade Spicy BBQ Pulled Pork & Slaw 
Thurs.: Hot Pastrami Reuben on Rye 

Fri.: Rotisserie Leg of Lamb & Melted Havarti 
Sat.: Rotisserie Turkey Breast & Melted Jack 
Sun.: Rotisserie Angus Beef & Melted Cheddar 


www.OceanBeachDeli.com 


Mon.: 


734 La Playa @ Balboa - (415) 221-2031 


Open M-T: 8:30am- “efit 
Open W-Sun: 8:30am-7:30pm 
arking at Ocean Beach Lot 


$1 OFF a reg Sandwich w/coupon. expires 1/31/19 


! 
i 
| 
i 
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Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer 


Community updates 


Dear neighbors, 

Happy 2019! I hope everyone 
enjoyed the holidays and was 
able to spend some time relaxing 
and visiting with friends and 
family. 

Please note that the 10-year 
extension of the Outside Lands 
Music Festival contract will be 
heard at the full SF Recreation 
and Park Commission meeting 
on Thursday, Jan. 17, at 10 a.m., 
at City Hall, Room 416. You can 
also email the commission with 
your comments at recpark.com- 
mission @sfgov.org. 


In the district - One Richmond 

Last year, we officially 
launched the #OneRichmond ini- 
tiative after spending several 
months doing focus groups and 
surveys with neighbors to talk 
about what unifies us as a neigh- 
borhood. We all agreed that in 
the Richmond we’re inclusive, 
we take care of each other, we 
take care of the Richmond and 
we shop and eat locally, which is 
what One Richmond is all about! 

We are excited to be partner- 
ing with the Richmond District 
Neighborhood Center to continue 
growing this neighborhood initia- 
tive and will have some big an- 
nouncements soon, so stay tuned! 
To get involved or learn more, 
email naomi@richmondsf.org or 
visit the newly upgraded website 
at www.OneRichmondSF.org. 


Project Homeless Connect 

In response to the growing 
problem of homelessness, I allo- 
cated $50,000 in this year’s bud- 
get to fund mobile homeless ser- 
vices from Project Homeless 
Connect (P.H.C.). The P.H.C. 
will have its red van in the neigh- 
borhood once a month to help 
connect our unhoused neighbors 
with the care they need to get 
back on their feet. To learn more 
about P.H.C., visit its website at 
www.projecthomelessconnect.org. 


Central Richmond traffic 
calming 

In partnership with my office, 
the SF Municipal Transit Agency 
(SFMTA) will be hosting a Town 
Hall Meeting for the Central 
Richmond Neighborhood Traffic 
Safety Project. It will be held at 
the Richmond Recreation Center 
(251 18th Ave.), on Jan. 14, at 6 
p.m. The Town Hall will provide 
an opportunity for community 
members to comment on designs 
proposed to improve safety for 
people walking, biking or being 
dropped off at schools in the cen- 
tral Richmond. 

Proposed traffic safety im- 
provements include speed 
humps, high visibility crosswalks 
and pedestrian refuge islands. 
For more information, go to the 
website at www.sfmta.com/pro- 
jects/central-richmond-traffic- 
safety-project. 


Vacant storefronts 


After holding a hearing on va- . 


cant storefronts and discovering 
that our current enforcement sys- 
tem is completely inadequate, I 
have introduced legislation to in- 
crease the accuracy and effec- 
tiveness of our vacant storefront 
registry. Only 40 vacant store- 
fronts have registered and paid a 
registration fee in the last 12 
months despite there being thou- 
sands of vacancies across the 


City. My legislation removes a 
loophole in our vacancy ordi- 
nance, which has resulted in 
long-term vacancies not being 
registered solely because a “for 
lease” sign was placed in the 
window. It also adds a penalty 
fee and stricter enforcement for 
those who do not register. 

The enforcement mechanisms 
in this legislation are vital to ad- 
dressing our vacancy problem 
head on and complement ongo- 
ing efforts to streamline permit- 
ting and increase retail flexibility 
so our small businesses can 
thrive. To learn more, contact Ian 
Fregosi at 
lan.Fregosi@sfgov.org. 


Community Opportunity to 
Purchase Act 

In December, I introduced 
legislation to establish the 
Community Opportunity to 
Purchase Act (COPA), an inno- 
vative policy designed to stabi- 
lize our diverse communities in 
San Francisco by preventing dis- 
placement and preserving afford- 
able housing. The legislation ac- 
complishes this goal by granting 
qualified affordable housing non- 
profits a first-right-to-purchase 
multi-family residential buildings 
and vacant lots for the purpose of 
creating and preserving perma- 
nently affordable housing. To 
learn more, contact Ian Fregosi. 


Office of Equity and Inclusion 

My office is working to draft 
legislation to create an Office of 
Equity and Inclusion, to focus on 
analyzing the city and county’s 
hiring practices, promotional 
practices and job retention — and 
overall to understand how dis- 
crimination by race and gender 
impacts the city work force, as 
well as city services. 

We are working with the bud- 
get and legislative analyst on an 
assessment of how other cities 
are addressing this issue, to help 
guide our local practices around 
equity and inclusion. To learn 
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more, contact Chelsea Boilard at 
Chelsea.boilard@sfgov.org. 


Public bank for public good 
For more than a year, I have 
been advocating for a plan to cre- 

ate a public bank in San Fran- 
cisco that could pull local tax 
dollars away from large corpo- 
rate banks and then reinvest them 
in local priorities, like affordable 
housing development and small 
business support. 

In December, we heard a pre- 
sentation from the SF Treasurer’s 
office on its progress to develop 
financial models towards the cre- 
ation of a SF public bank, and in 
January that report will be final- 
ized. | am determined to continue 
to advance this work in 2019. To 
get involved, contact Chelsea 
Boilard. 


Checkout-free stores; protec- 
tion of customer privacy 

I introduced an ordinance to 
address the emergence of check- 
out-free retail technology that 
utilizes video cameras and sen- 
sors to monitor customers’ move- 
ments and interest in products. 
This new way of shopping has 
also introduced an advanced type 
of customer surveillance that 
could impact customer privacy. 
We think it is important that ev- 
eryone is aware of what informa- 
tion is gathered and how that in- 
formation is used and sold. 


Use of red lanes 

[ also held a hearing regarding 
the use and access of transit only 
red carpet lanes across the City. 
Currently, we see tour buses, tech 
shuttles and casino buses all 


jostling with Muni buses in our 
transit only lanes. As San 


Francisco grapples with transit 
reliability, we need to ensure that 
transit only lanes are protected 
for the 750,000 transit riders that 


depend on Muni. My office will 


be working with the SFMTA to 
prioritize public infrastructure for 
public transit to address this is- 
sue. To learn more, contact 
Angelina Yu at Angelina. Yu@sf- 
gov.org. 

We expect 2019 to be a busy 
year, but an exciting one too. As 
Richmond residents, I want ev- 
eryone to ask themselves: “Have 
I done a #OneRichmond thing to- 
day?” 

San Francisco Supervisor 
Sandra Lee Fewer represents 
District 1. 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Aggravated Assault, 
Possession of a Controlled 
Substance, Possession of 
Prohibited Weapon: 500 Block 
of Sixth Avenue, Dec. 14, 9:30 
p.m. 

The suspect confronted the 
victim outside of their residence 
regarding a money issue. 
During the confrontation, the 
suspect suddenly assaulted the 
victim with a piece of wood with 
a large nail in it. 

Officers arrived at the scene 
and located the suspect near the 
residence. He was detained and 
identified as the attacker. 

An arrest search of the sus- 
pect located suspected marijua- 


» na, methamphetamine and “brass 


knuckles.” 

When questioned, the suspect 
admitted to drinking heavily that 
day and taking metham- 
phetamines. 

He was arrested and booked 
at County Jail on numerous 
charges. 


Robbery, Battery, 
Outstanding Warrants: 300 
Block of 32nd Avenue, Dec. 12, 


9:45 p.m. 

A store employee confronted 
a suspect who exited the store 
without paying for several items. 
The suspect responded by 
balling his fists and taking a 
fighting stance while running to- 
ward the victim. 

The victim shot the charging 
suspect with pepper spray, caus- 
ing him to flee with the mer- 
chandise. 

Arriving officers quickly de- 
tained the suspect and recovered 
several stolen items. A records 
check revealed the suspect had 
four outstanding warrants for his 
arrest from four separate juris- 
dictions. 

He was arrested and booked 
at County Jail. 


Burglary, Battery, Robbery, 
Possession of Stolen Property: 
45th Avenue and Cabrillo 
Street, Dec. 3, 1:27 a.m. 

The victims were asleep when 
they awoke to see the suspect 
standing in their bedroom. 

The suspect fled while one of 


Continued on page 5 
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Assemblyman Phil Ting 


Budget meeting on Jan. 10 


As we begin the New Year and a new 
legislative session, it’s exciting to see 
California revving its engines at the start- 
ing line with a new governor and a 
Democratic super-majority in both hous- 
es. I thank my constituents for re-electing 
me to a fourth term so I can be part of this 
journey. We’re ready to get to work! 

I’m honored to continue serving as the 
chair of the Assembly Budget Committee 
and to help craft a fourth fiscal plan for 
the state. I recently unveiled my “2019-20 
Budget Blueprint: Funding Progress — 
Protecting Tomorrow,” which aims to 
build upon the investments we made in 
the current budget, while also preparing 
for an economic downturn. By most mea- 
sures, our economy is thriving with our 
state taking in record revenues. In fact, 
the non-partisan Legislative Analyst 
Office (L.A.O.) projects we’ll have a bud- 
get surplus by mid-year. But, in the same 
breath the L.A.O. also warns that Califor- 
nia does not have enough saved to weath- 
er a recession without making budget cuts 
if new spending is proposed. We have to 
listen. Memories of draconian cuts made 
10 years ago to schools and other essen- 
tial programs in the wake of the “great re- 
cession” are still fresh in peoples’ minds, 
and no one wants to re-live that. 

Our state’s leadership was right to pri- 
oritize filling the rainy day fund in antici- 
pation of hard times to come. The overar- 
ching themes of my budget blueprint are 
to: focus on one-time investments; keep 
our promises; pursue long-term goals; and 
ensure taxpayers get the most from their 
government. 

That means continuing to fund the sig- 
nificant progress we’ ve made boosting 


per-pupil 
spending in K- 
12 education; 
increasing 
CalWORKs 
grants to allevi- 
ate deep pover- 
ty; allowing 
SSI-SSP re- 
cipients to fi- 
nally receive 
food benefits; 
expanding U.C. and C.S.U. enrollment 
for California students; and creating new 
child care slots. We'll also work with 
communities devastated by wildfires to 
help them recover, as well as invest in 
forest management and new emergency 
response equipment. 

But that also means encouraging one- 
time allocations instead of committing the 
state to new ongoing expenses we can’t 
afford. One-time investments are equally 
critical to help California thrive and could 
include infusions for specific state pro- 
grams, reducing our state’s debts, per- 
forming deferred maintenance on our ag- 
ing infrastructure and boosting reserves. 
For example, after seeing the crumbling 
facilities first-hand at A.P. Giannini 
Middle School in the Sunset, I secured 
state funds to repair the populous middle 
school. The $4 million I secured is a great 
example of one-time spending from the 
current state budget that will have long- 
lasting community benefits. 

This blueprint also lays out plans for 
pursuing long-term goals, such as creat- 
ing more affordable housing, preventing 
homelessness, expanding early education 
and after school programs, providing uni- 
versal access to health care and stopping 
the cycle of incarceration through em- 
ployment and education programs for 
those leaving prison. 

As I work to draft the Assembly’s bud- 
get plan, | welcome your input. I am 
holding a Town Hall Meeting on 
Thursday, Jan. 10, from 6-7:30 p.m., at 
the Doelger Senior Center in Daly City. 
Please come by! 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assembly 
District. 


Sullivan's & Duggan's Serra Funeral Services 
6201 Geary Blvd., San Francisco corner of 26th 


FD228 


SULLIVAN'S and 


Proudly Serving 
Families in the Richmond District 


Jonathon Travis, Lynne Shubunka & Fred Shevchenko, FDR 
For a more intimate and comforting experience 
in planning services 
* Your Local Neighborhood Funeral Providers 
* Cremation and Traditional Services 
* Pre-Planning Staff Available to Plan Your Services 
* Available 7 days a week to serve you 


Duggan's Serra Mortuary, Daly City FD1098 
6 Beautiful Chapels, 3 Indoor Reception Rooms 
3 Outdoor Reception Areas, Unlimited Parking 


Police blotter 


Continued from page 4 


the newly-awakened victims gave chase. 

Officers arrived and conducted an in- 
vestigation, but were unable to locate the 
suspect at that time. 

A few hours later, the victim saw the 
suspect outside of his residence. Again, 
the victim chased the suspect but this 
time caught him, and a physical battle en- 
sued. 

Officers arrived at the scene and 
placed the suspect under arrest. He was in 
possession of stolen items. 

The suspect was booked. 


Gun Seizure: Fifth Avenue and 
Balboa Street, Dec. 3, 9 p.m. 

The suspect chased the victim with a 
chain saw and later threatened to shoot 
the victim with a gun. 

The suspect was arrested on Dec. | 
and booked on terrorist threats and dis- 


turbing the peace charges. 

On Dec. 3, the Richmond Station 
Investigation Team obtained a search 
warrant and officers located two firearms 
belonging to the suspect. They were 
seized and booked into evidence. 


Robbery, Burglary, Outstanding 
Arrest Warrants: 700 Block of Clement 
Street, Nov. 30, 8:21 a.m. 

On Nov. 19 store employees reported 
that a set of store keys were missing. 
Employees recognized the suspects, who 
used the set of store keys to access locked 
merchandise. The suspects committed ad- 
ditional thefts on Nov. 20, 25 and 27. 

The Richmond Station Investigation 
Team produced a crime brief, and on Nov. 
30 officers located and identified the sus- 
pects at a Tenderloin encampment. 

One suspect was booked at County Jail 
on robbery, burglary, possession of stolen 
property and outstanding warrant charges. 

The second suspect was booked on 
robbery, burglary and outstanding warrant 
charges. 


NOW AT THE PRESIDIO YMCA! 


THE GrRoovy ’60s WorKouT! 


Low-IMPACT DANCE MOVES - 


ALL AGES WELCOME 


SATURDAYS 12:15 - 1:15 PM 
PRESIDIO YMCA 


63 FUNSTON AVE. 
NON-MEMGBERS WELCOME 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (415) 608-4503 
oR visit BOOMERCIZE.COM 


Charles Gracie Opens New Martial Arts 
Academy in Outer Richmond 


Grand Opening on January 12th! 


Charles Gracie, grandson of the founder of 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, a Coral Belt 7th Degree in 
the art, is opening his newest Academy in the 


Richmond District. 


The early ancestor of jiu-jitsu was brought 
from Japan to the Gracie Family in Brazil and it 
evolved via family dedication and study, as well as refined, through 
trial and error, into what became known as Gracie Jiu-Jitsu. This 
means that students in his schools acquire the benefit of the Art his 


family developed in its purest form. 


Master Charles Gracie and his head instructors Mark and Alex 
d'Ercole, father and son, San Francisco natives, with 14 years experi- 
ence and Richmond District residents since 1993, are thrilled to be 
bringing this established Academy to the Richmond District communi- 


ty. 


The Richmond academy will be offering a unique approach with 
both the traditional group classes and, also, a large spectrum of skills 
training via private lessons from certified instructors in a number of 
martial arts, including stand-up skills and wrestling. They will also be 
offering unique early morning conditioning classes for adults. 

To celebrate the grand opening, the Charles Gracie Jiu-Jitsu 
Academy is having a Grand Opening Ceremony on Saturday, 
Jan. 12th. Please check out our new training facility or inquire 


about the programs we offer. 


6300 California Street (at 25th Ave) 
(415) 941-7925 


inforichmonddistrict@charlesgracie.com * www.graciesanfrancisco.com 
Sign-up forafllor ===" =e 


annual membership I 


Special Offer! 1 


and get a FREE Gi! J Bring in this ad for a FREE 10-Class Pass f 


- (6140 value) 
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Join us to watch 2 great films! 


‘Crazy Rich Asians’ 
“Crazy Rich Asians” (2018), one of 
this year’s mega-hit films, follows 
New Yorker Rachel as she accom- 
panies her boyfriend, Nick, to his 
best friend’s wedding in Singapore. 
Friday, Jan. 18, 1 p.m. 

(English with Chinese subtitles) 


Finest unite ccerpeursoe 
saw oem easement Hal time tae Sst 


‘Philomena’ 


“Philomena” (2013), starring Judi 
Dench, is the story of a mother who 
decides to look for her long-lost son, 
who was given away for adoption. 
(This screening is hosted by the 
Golden Gate Village Film Club.) 
Wednesday, Jan. 23,5 p.m. 
(English) 


For more information or to RSVP, call (415) 405-4658. 


Richmond Senior Center 
6221 Geary Boulevard, 3rd Floor 


Sponsored by: 
GOLDEN GATE 
VILLAGE 


A Richmond Senior 
Center Program 


STATE ASSEMBLY 


TOWN HALL 


Please join 
Assemblymember Phil Ting 
for an update from the State Capitol. 
This is a great opportunity to visit and discuss state 


and legislative issues that affect the community. 


Thursday, January 10, 2019 
6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Doelger Center 
101 Lake Merced Blvd. 


City’s poet laureate visits 


district, plans 


by Janice Bressler 


Kim Shuck, San Francisco’s current 
poet laureate, is impossible to pigeon- 
hole. She is a widely published poet who 
was appointed to the laureate position by 
the late SF Mayor Ed Lee in order to pro- 
mote poetry throughout the City. She is 
also an artisan, bead worker and weaver, 
as well as an educator and activist. 

But, in all of her work, she draws on a 
deep love of San Francisco and the city’s 
cultural diversity. 

A fifth generation San Franciscan, 
Shuck’s cultural roots are Cherokee on 
her father’s side and Polish on her moth- 
er’s side. 

The streets of San Francisco, Shuck 
says, are a fertile ground for poetry, with 
their rich mix of languages, cultures and 
vistas. 

“The diverseness of this City is amaz- 
ing,” says Shuck, who frequently wan- 
ders the city’s hills and neighborhoods on 
foot. “I love that as a kid growing up 
here I’d walk out the door and it seemed 
like there was every language that I'd 
ever want to hear.” 

Since she assumed the poet laureate 
role, Shuck has been working tirelessly 
as a poetry advocate and teacher in the 
city’s schools, libraries, bookshops and 
beyond. She leads readings and work- 
shops for audiences of all ages, from ele- 
mentary school kids to seniors. 

A long-time volunteer with the SF 
Unified School District, Shuck says/she 
discovered that poetry can be a powerful 
tool for teaching language skills as well 
as self expression. 

“A poem is a very manageable, pock- 
et-sized project,” says Shuck. 

For 2019, Shuck is planning a new 
digital poetry project that she calls the 
“poem map of San Francisco.” 

“The sidewalks and corners of this 


‘poem map’ 


Photo: Philip Liborio Gangi 
Kim Shuck, the city’s poet laureate, reads from one of her favorite books, Dr. Seuss’ 
“Sleep Book,” during a visit to the Anza Branch Library on Dec. 11. 


City are so rich with different languages 
and stories, I want to create an interactive 
map of San Francisco that captures that 
and makes it accessible,” Shuck said. 

She envisions the poem map will be 
user friendly, with a user moving a cursor 
over a city street or park and having a 
poem pop up that describes that location, 
tells a story that happened there, evokes 
images of the place or otherwise captures 
that particular piece of the City. 

Shuck hopes her poem map will not 
only introduce more people to the poems 
inspired by and set in San Francisco, but 
also document the city’s rich and evolv- 
ing poetic history. She is looking for po- 
ems and suggestions for the poem map. 

To find out more about Shuck’s work or 
poetry, go to the website at 
www.kimshuck.com. 


Local reporter earns 
SF Press Club honors 


Thomas K. Pendergast, a reporter with 
the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon 
newspapers, was honored by the SF Press 
Club on Nov. 15 for his investigative re- 
porting on the lack of water available for 
firefighting in San Francisco’s western and 
southern neighborhoods. The story also 
ran in several of the city’s neighborhood 
newspapers. 

The story documented the historical 
lack of water for emergency use and the 
city’s recalcitrance to expand the city’s 
emergency firefighting water supply to 
some neighborhoods built after the 1906 
earthquake, After that disaster, the City 
built an Auxillary Water Supply System to 
tap unlimited salt water supplies to fight 
conflagrations. The system stops at 12th 
Avenue in the Richmond District and 19th 
Avenue in the Sunset District. 


Daly City, CA 94015 The Department of Building Inspection (DBI) is reminding property owners to 
comply with the Accessible Business Entrance (ABE) program, which requires 


existing buildings with a place of “public accommodation” to have all primary 


entrances from. the public way accessible for people with disabilities. If you 


For more intormation or to RSVP: please call iM ‘ : 
own commercial storefront(s), this applies to you. 


the district office at (415) 557-2312. 


Accessible by samTrans Bus #122 trom SEPT LETT 


South San Francisco or Colma BART 
South San | Col BAR] 


Submit form or compliance 
checklist and specify 
compliance.option 


In Compliance Wiig 


No Steps but barriers 1/19 


One Step with 


other barriers 6/1/19 


http://w W.asm« ¢.org/cj/event 3 
cm 1+ Steps with 
other barriers 


12/1/19 


DBI | Protecting Building and Life Safety Ci ¥ @sfdbi 
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Renaissance Man serves 
community, creates art 


Photo; Philip Liborio Gangi 


Richmond District artist Eddie Ahn with a Christmas sketch. 


by Judith Kahn 


Eddie Ahn is a man of many talents. 
He spent nine years as a lawyer in service 
to the community. He is the director of 
Brightline Defense, a public non-profit or- 
ganization, and one of seven appointed 
commissioners on the SF Commission on 
the Environment. He is also an accom- 
plished self-taught artist and comic book 
writer. Although his work is in very dif- 
ferent fields, he connects them through his 
art. At age 35, he says he is able to work 
in these different fields successfully by 
using his time judiciously. 

At Brightline Defense, he works to ef- 
fect policy and legal changes to benefit 
under-served communities. The organiza- 
tion works with diverse communities and 
other nonprofits in the Bayview-Hunters 
Point, Chinatown, Mission and Richmond 
districts. 

The SF Commission on_ the 
Environment sets policy for the SF 
Department on the Environment and ad- 
vises the City on environmental matters. 

Ahn says the same challenge faces 
both Brightline Defense and the SF 
Commission on the Environment — 
whether enough is being done to create 
positive and sustainable gains for low-in- 
come communities. In November, 
Brightline worked with an environmental 
coalition to successfully pass a statewide 
rule that all buses become 100 percent 
zero-emissions. 

Ahn has loved to draw since he was a 
child. His images are often built upon cin- 
ema and photography. He became serious 
about art while attending Brown 
University, where he drew cartoons for 
the school newspaper. His art falls mostly 
into two categories: cartooning and illus- 
tration. 

For illustrations, Ahn uses Box Art, a 
process where the images are printed on 
vinyl wrap, which is then installed onto 
the box. The line work is drawn by hand, 
then scanned, colored and sent to a spe- 
cialized installer, which expands the art 
and prints it on vinyl. The vinyl is then 
carefully wrapped by a team onto a box, 
most recently on numerous outdoor utility 
boxes. The wrapping process usually 
takes 3-4 hours. 

According to Ahn, Box Art promotes 
the principles of One Richmond, SF 
Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer’s plan for 
locals. One Richmond calls for “inclusivi- 
ty; taking care of each other; taking care 
of the Richmond District; and eating and 
shopping local.” 

Examples of his Box Art can be found 
on outdoor utility boxes located at the 
Richmond Neighborhood Center, Balboa 
Theater, Green Apple Books, My Tofu 
House and Baker Beach. 

Ahn has always loved storytelling and 
he values fiction as a medium to convey 
his stories. A part of his inspiration comes 
from cinema, photography and narratives 
he heard while working at his family’s 


liquor store in Dallas. Many of the scripts 
in his comic books are based on personal 
incidents, such as “Sidewalk Empire,” 
which is the story of a turtle opening up a 
coffee shop in the Richmond District. It is 
based on his memories of his grandfather. 
Ahn’s comic books can be also be read as 
social commentaries about family rela- 
tionships, diverse geography and cultural 
issues. 

While he focuses on writing good dia- 
logue to match the comic book’s art, Ahn 
has also used humor effectively, especial- 
ly as a means to get through tragedies in 
life. He has launched his comic books and 
displayed his art at different galleries in 
the City, including Dada Art Gallery, 
Second Act Gallery, 111 Minna Gallery 
and Ma’velous Coffee and Wine Bar. 

Two of Ahn’s favorite comic books 
are Bill Watterson’s “Calvin and 
Hobbes,” exploring the antics of a six- 
year-old boy, and Haan Lee’s “Noodle 
Fight,” a tale about an underground fight- 
ing ring set against a backdrop of hip hop 
music and drug cartels in the early *90s. 

Ahn’s parents immigrated from South 
Korea to attend the University of Texas, 
in Austin, where he was born. He grew up 
in Dallas before attending Brown 
University, where he majored in political 
science and graduated in 2005. From 
2005-2006, Ahn worked for AmeriCorps, 
the domestic version of the Peace Corps, 
in Oakland’s Chinatown as an afterschool 
programmer, teaching art and public 
speaking to elementary students. He con- 
tinued his education at UC Hastings 
College of the Law, graduating in 2009. 


After relocating around the Bay Area 
multiple times, Ahn decided to live in the 
Richmond District, where he enjoys both 
the climate and cultural diversity. He 
looks forward to pursuing his advocacy 
work as well as creating cartoons, comic 
books and illustrations. 


LIKE THEY’RE PART 
OF OUR FAMILY. 


Wishing the Richmond 
District Residents a Ver 


Happy 2019 


We are excited to share with you some great upcoming 


inventory. Call us for details. 


Mollie Poe 
415.902.2447 
mollie@molliepoe.com 
DRE 01239280 


Julie Reber 
415.609.3677 
julie.reber@compass.com 
DRE 01352682 


M5 | COMPASS 


Declan Hickey 
415.902.2446 
declan.hickey@compass.com 
DRE 01356209 


CLINICAL SKINCARE 


Thank You 
Richmond District Community - 
Best Wishes for a Happy New Year! 
Beauty Network 


5748 Geary Blvd. ¢ (415) 387-1477 
Check us out online: www.beautynetwork.com 


For more information, go to Ahn’s 
website at www.ehacomics.com. Copies 
of Ahn’s comic books can be found at 
Mission: Comics and Art, located at 
2250 Mission St., or they can be ordered 
by email at ehacomics@ gmail.com. 


415.702.3255 
irvingpethospitalL.com 


e 434 Irving St, San Francisco, CA 96122 


» Preventative Care 
~ Emergency Care 

» Surgery 

» Dental Care 

» Diagnostics 
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Organic ® Local ® Delicious 
® Worker-Owned ® 


100% Organic Produce at 
Ocean Beach! 


8am-9pm every day 
3930 Judah at 45th Ave 


pNGELINAs Is 


‘DELI- -CAFE 


ANGELINA’S DELI-CAFE 


MON-SAT 6:30AM-6PM, SUN 7:30AM-5PM 
6000 CALIFORNIA ST@22ND AVE ANGELINASDELICAFE.COM 


Happy New YEAR! 


Commercial Space 
for Lease! 


Approx. 2,300 square feet 


High foot traffic on 
Clement St. 


Great opportunity! 


For more info., 
call 415-752-3605, 
ext. 120 


REAL ESTATE ¢ SINCE 1945 
SALES ®* MANAGEMENT *® LOANS 


4630 GEARY BLVD. AT 10TH AVE. 
www.cournaleco.com 


VOLUNTEER AS AN ADVOCATE FOR SENIORS! 
Step up and make a difference in the lives of many! 


The San Francisco Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program is 
looking for problem solvers and good listeners! We are 
recruiting volunteers to visit and provide support to seniors 
living in nursing homes and assisted living facilities. 


Moving into a nursing home can leave residents feeling alone 
and without a voice. This is an opportunity to make a real 
difference in the lives of isolated and vulnerable seniors. 

Come join our team!! 


We train all volunteers! 
To learn more about the program and the next training please 
contact: 
contact@sfltcop.org or call (415) 751-9788. 


San Francisco Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program 


Find us on Facebook! 


HI am Ne aa 


ee w 


AT et 


Richard Corriea 


he 14 3) 


Helping seniors a reward 


Last summer there was an ad- 
vertisement in the Richmond 
Review seeking volunteers to 
become long-term care ombuds- 
men (L.T.C.O.). In response, I 
called on Benson Nadell at the 
San Francisco L.T.C.O. program 
office, which started me on a 
poignant educational and experi- 
ential odyssey of a magnitude 
that I hadn’t anticipated, and to 
one of the most personally re- 
warding endeavors of my adult 
life. 

So, what exactly is a 
L.T.C.O.? They are advocates 
for residents of nursing homes, 
board and care homes and assist- 
ed living facilities. They endeav- 
or to improve the quality of life 
and quality of care of people liv- 
ing in these facilities. 
Ombudsmen investigate and re- 
solve complaints made by, or on 
behalf of, individual residents in 
long-term care facilities. And 
they encourage resident empow- 
erment and self-advocacy 
through informing residents of 
their rights and options for long 
term care. Issues that ombuds- 
man confront include quality of 
care, financial, emotional and 
physical neglect and abuse of 
residents. But in a less technical 
sense, ombudsmen help people. 

During my ombudsman appli- 
cation interview, I pointed out to 
L.T.C.O. program recruiter Julie 
Schneider that during my time 
with the SF Police Department, I 
often worked with victims who 
were especially vulnerable due 
to their age or some other at- 
tribute that correlated with them 
needing increased protection. 
Moreover, as the former captain 
of the Richmond Police Station, 
I was all too often disheartened 


by the reports of fraud and theft 
perpetrated against the elderly. 
Such haunting cases as I had 
seen over the years have never 
reconciled with my sense of hu- 
manity. I recall in February of 
2011, in a health care facility on 
the peninsula, someone stole a 
1942 World Series ring off the 
finger of the winner of that ring, 
a sleeping 90-year-old patient. 
With my background and experi- 
ence | thought I’d be a good fit 
for the ombudsman program. In 
the past year, I have come to be- 
lieve that any empathetic person 
who enjoys helping people 
would make a fine ombudsman. 

My experiences as an om- 
budsman have been interesting, 
delightful, rewarding and, some- 
times, troubling. However, there 
are no words that convey the 
great honor and pleasure it has 
been to help folks living in long 
term care facilities. Being an 
ombudsman fits with the notion 
that, “it is in giving that we re- 
Celvers 

One of my fist encounters as 
an ombudsman involved a deco- 
rated WWII veteran during what 
turned out to be the last weeks of 
his life. He was content with his 
life and satisfied with the care he 
was receiving. When | asked if I 
could assist him in any way he 
said it would be nice if he could 
have “two fingers of scotch 
whisky.” Other folks sought 
guidance with the handling of 
their financial concerns or evic- 
tion threats, while others needed 
help with the activities of daily 
living. 

I have learned a great deal 
about provisions in our culture 
for elder care and have discerned 
common patterns about how 


folks arrive in long-term care. 
Often a fall or lingering illness 
results in a stay in an acute care 
hospital and upon release a per- 
son is not well enough to return 
home to independent living. This 
can result in a brief stay ina 
skilled nursing facility, and after 
that it’s often a hurried, and 
sometimes unsettling, transition 
to long-term care. 

Experience informs me that 
older folks can alter this pattern. 
Specifically, getting a bit of in- 
home help while still living inde- 
pendently can reduce the risk of 
illness or injury, and thus avoid a 
trip to the hospital. The key is to 
add support in a timely manner — 
as it’s needed. 

The safety net for seniors is 
much more limited than I ever 
thought. It’s mostly the very 
wealthy and very poor who have 
options; long-term care insur- 
ance can give folks more op- 
tions. Old is not sick; it just 
means that someone may need a 
bit of help from time to time. 
Without advanced planning, or 
an incremental approach to in- 
home assistance, a person can 
move very quickly from inde- 
pendence to an institutional set- 
ting that they might find unsatis- 
factory. The resulting loss of au- 
tonomy and control over the 
events in their lives can be dev- 
astating to some. 

Finally, it is so important for 
a person’s health and longevity 
to have network of social con- 
tacts, and within this network to 
have one or more folks who can 
be called upon to help with both 
the urgent and the mundane puz- 
zles that life presents. I feel 
blessed to have happened onto 
the ombudsman program. I en- 
courage you to consider becom- 
ing a volunteer long-term care 
ombudsman and share in the 
many wonderful experiences that 
being an ombudsman offers. 

For more information, contact 
Julie Schneider at (415) 751- 
9788 or contact@sfltcop.org. 

Richard Corriea is a retired 
commander in the SF Police 
Department and a former presi- 
dent of the Planning Association 


for the Richmond. 


Michael LeVesque 
Growing danger of wireless 


In 2007, the iPhone entered 
the marketplace and in the first 
year sold six million phones. By 
2017, more than 216'million 
iPhones were sold throughout 
the world. The Android and oth- 
er phones take an even larger 
market share and now within the 
U.S. we see more than 300 mil- 
lion cellular phones being used. 

Most users can’t imagine a 
life without their cell phone, 
talking, texting, posting pictures 
and sharing comments, looking 
up a fact, directions, shopping 
online, paying bills, reading 
books, seeing films and much 
more. 

Every day you can find users 
bent over, staring at their 
screens, addicted to a dopamine 
loop deep within their cognition 
as described by a study at 
Harvard University (“Science in 
the News,” 2018, Trevor 
Haynes). 

Cell phone wireless commu- 
nication is based on microwaves, 
which are invisible and rarely 


felt unless they are amped up to 
the cooking range. These mi- 
crowaves are called electromag- 
netic fields (EMFs). They have 
been used and studied for years. 

The waves are used for radar. 
Because of their long-time use in 
radar we know a lot about their 
effects on health. A highly re- 
garded expert in the field of mi- 
crowaves is Barrie Tower, who 
gave a 26-page testimony ina 
civil action against the Portland 
Public Schools use of Wi-Fi. He 
became involved in this area af- 
ter he found out that the power 
densities and frequencies used 
for Wi-Fi in schools were similar 
to those used as weapons during 
the Cold War. 

His testimony covers docu- 
mentation from government 
records. For example, in 1971 
“the U.S. Naval Medical 
Research Institute (NMRI) refer- 
enced 2,300 research articles 
listing in excess of 120 impair- 
ments and illnesses attributed to 


~ radio-frequency and microwave 


radiation.” 

Another study was done by 
the Defense Intelligence Agency 
(DIA) in 1975, which warned all 
of its personnel of the risk from 
low level microwaves, including 
illnesses ranging from mi- 
crowave sickness (flu like symp- 
toms, depression, suicidal ten- 
dencies) to cancer and leukemia. 

His conclusion was to suggest 
using a cable or fiber optics for 
Internet use. He was aware that 
“WI-FI is backed and financed 
by the most powerful industry on 
the planet ... an industry that ap- 
parently does not have to prove 
its product is safe. Incredibly, the 
public is told, rather, to “prove it 
is not safe!” 

As early as 1990, the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) considered field 
strengths of 5 milliGaus capable 
of triggering changes in cellular 
metabolism, but other re- 
searchers put the level as low as 
1 milliGaus. Today, high expo- 
sure is unavoidable as people use 
wireless routers in their homes 
and increase exposure to wire- 
less screens. 

While the possible health 
consequences of our actions may 
not be evident now, we should 
proceed with caution. 

The controversy rages on. 

Michael LeVesque, owner of 
www.RayGuardProtect.com, is 
the former owner of Vitamin 
Express and author of “The BIG 
Vitamin Dictionary.” 
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John M. Lee 


R.E. year in 


Richmond District single- 
family home prices rose for the 
seventh year in a row with medi- 
an prices appreciating by 6 per- 
cent in 2018. There has been an 
increase of 112 percent from the 
real estate market’s low of 2011. 
The Richmond home sales com- 
parison table shows the results in 
2018 as compared with prior 
years. 

The data was gathered from 
the SF Association of Realtors’ 
Multiple Listing Service and 
consists of single-family home 
sales in the Richmond, Lake 
Street, Presidio Heights, Jordan 
Park, Laurel Heights, Lone 
Mountain and Sea Cliff areas. 

In 2018, there were 190 sales 
versus 160 in 2017 and 172 in 
2016, an 18.8 percent increase 


review 


from 2017 and 10.5 percent in- 
crease from 2016. The annual 
median price comparison shows 
a 6 percent increase year over 
year as compared to a 2.8 per- 
cent increase from 2016 to 2017, 
and a 9 percent increase from 
2016. The amount of marketing 
time needed to sell a home was 
14 days in 2018, 13 days in 2017 
and 18 days in 2016, all indicat- 
ing a very good market. These 
results are from a buyer demand 
in excess of seller supply, stable 
economy, low unemployment 
rates and fairly high consumer 
confidence ... all positive signs 
for the real estate market. 
During 2018, the major stock 
indexes did well the first nine 
months of the year, but dropped 
precipitously in the fourth quar- 


No. of Median 
Sales Price 


1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Totals 


ter and especially in December. 
As of the writing of this article, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average has dropped 5.8 percent 
for the year; S&P 8.7 percent 
and the NASDAQ 7.7 percent. 
Consumer confidence, which 
was rising throughout most of 
the year, decreased in November 
and December — the first time we 
have had consecutive declines in 
a long time. Our unemployment 
rate has been steady throughout 
the year, staying at about 4 per- 
cent, a leVel which represents 
full employment in the eyes of 
most economists. The interest 
rate had increased from about 4 
percent to 5 percent by the end 
of the year for a 30-year fixed 
rate mortgage. The foreclosure 


Who gets to use mass transit lanes? 


Continued from page 1 


not allowed in the lanes, 
Vaughan said, without specify- 
ing whether they be private or 
public. 

Furthermore, the CVC defines 
“transit buses” as any bus owned 
or operated by a publicly owned 
transit system, or contracted to a 
public transportation system. It 
specifically states that a “general 
public paratransit vehicle is not a 
transit bus.” 

“The (SFMTA) board of di- 
rectors is being really sneaky,” 
Vaughan said. “They don’t have 
the power to contradict some- 
thing that the SF Board of 
Supervisors passed in 2008, nor 
do they have the power to con- 
tradict state law.” 

Fewer would like to make 
changes to the law. 

“I think that it’s time to 
rewrite the code to really define 
what those transit lanes are all 
about and to declare that it 


should be public transit, it . 


should be taxis and it should also 
be paratransit,”’ Fewer said. “I’m 
going to investigate how we can 
change the policy so that it only 
allows public transportation, be- 
cause we have to give some of 
these to our taxi drivers, and also 
to transport many of our handi- 
capped folks.” 

She has at least one ally al- 
ready, District 9 Supervisor 
Hillary Ronen. 

“There’s a confusing mix of 
red-lane designations and we 
need to get a handle on it,” 
Ronen said. “I and my col- 
leagues on the board have been 
hamstrung by our limited role in 
regulating how private trans- 
portation companies operate in 
San Francisco. Most of that 
oversight is held by the state leg- 
islature and the California Public 
Utilities Commission (CPUC). 
What we do have under local 
control is our streets, and we 
should not be granting resources 
to private companies without 
their commitment to operate un- 
der our regulations and to pay 
their true fair share.” 

At a meeting of the supervi- 
sors’ Land Use and 
Transportation Committee on 
Dec. 3, Alex Jonlin, an SFMTA 
transportation analyst, said there 
are 1,000 permitted vehicles they 


regulate which can use the red 
lanes and an average of about 
500 of those are on the city 
streets any given day. The true 
number, however, is unknown 
because most of the buses and 
shuttles are regulated by the 
CPUC so the City is not keeping 
track of them. 

Fewer expressed concern 
about what impact all of the oth- 
er buses have on travel times 
while using the dedicated traffic 
lanes and confirmed that there is 
not enough data to make any es- 
timates of what the impact might 
actually be right now. 

“We don’t have any data 
which shows us what level we 
could allow or not allow (other 
mass transit vehicles) because 
we don’t have the data to show 
it,” Fewer said. 

Renee Curran is a 25-year 
resident of San Francisco who 
lives in the Inner Sunset. 

“People say the private sector 
is better because public trans- 
portation is too slow and unreli- 
able, so obviously the transit- 
only lanes would be a resolution 
to this. To allow private compa- 
nies now to interfere with that is 
kind of gaming the system, in 
my opinion,” Curran said. “As 
far as needing more data to show 
whether hundreds of extra vehi- 
cles using those lanes is going to 
slow down transit, it is like say- 
ing that I need data to show 
whether one more beer is going 
to make me a little more drunk.” 

Carlos Bocanegra of United 
to Save the Mission also ex- 
pressed his resentment. 

“The people who use transit, 
such as the Google buses, are re- 
ceiving a free commute to their 
work, a subsidized transit to and 
from their homes. Yet, working- 
class citizens in our community 
are forced to pay for transit,” 
Bocanegra said. “In this day and 
age where we have one of the 
richest cities in the world it 
makes no sense to me that we’re 
going to subsidize privileged 
people who don’t really need the 
benefit of having free transit. 
Then, on top of that allow the 
buses that are carrying them to 
ride for free down our red lanes, 
down our public infrastructure, 
with absolutely no value recap- 
ture.” 

Lori 


Liederman, a San 


Francisco resident, said con- 
struction work to speed up Muni 
is occurring all over the City. 

“Small businesses have been 
shuttered due to the destruction 
caused by this infrastructure 
build out. Neighborhoods have 
been disrupted for months and 
years in order to speed up Muni. 
Allowing the use of red lanes by 
private companies that are pa- 
tronized by people not using 
public transit is a quintessential 
bait and switch. The public 
sphere needs to be protected, not 
whittled away,” Liederman said. 

Mary Claire Amable told the 
committee she is a member of 
the South of Market Community 
Action Network (SOMCAN), 
student at SF State University 
and a native San Franciscan. 

“In my lifetime, which isn’t 
very long, I went from paying 35 
cents for the bus to $2.75. That 
doesn’t seem like much but in 
the last two years the adult 
Muni-only pass has jumped from 
$68 to $78, while the BART and 
Muni pass increased to $94,” 
Amable said. 

Cynthia Fong of the Housing 
Rights Committee of San 
Francisco mentioned that the 
previous year Muni fares went 
up twice, from $2.25 to $2.75. 

“There were two fare hikes in 
2017, there was one in January 
and one in July,” Fong said. “We 
believe that riders of Muni are 
paying for these red carpet lanes 
so they should be used for the 
public instead of privatized ser- 
vices, like these tech shuttle bus- 
es and Chariot.” 

Community activist Kevin 
Oritz agrees. 

“The red lanes are emblemat- 
ic of what the problems are that 
exist within the current SFMTA 
and policies that they’re creat- 
ing; the disinvestment of public 
infrastructure and the deprioritiz- 
ing of people who take public 
transit every day,” said Oritz, a 
member of United to Save the 
Mission. “We are ceding the 
public infrastructure to private 
companies. The SFMTA is abdi- 
cating its responsibility for creat- 
ing safe, reliable, accessible and 
-equitable transit for public citi- 
zens to private corporations that 
only care about their profits.” 


Richmond Home Sales Comparison: 2016 - 2018 


2016 


Avg. Days onj No. of Median 
Price Market 
29 1,900,000 2,130,086 18 
57 1,822,000 1,973,333 18 
39 1,960,000 2,051,349 18 
47 1,800,000 2,406,042 21 
172 1,836,000 2,135,692 


2017 


Sales Price 


30 1,865,750 2,057,309 
50 1,768,000 2,058,780 


45 1,925,000 2,194,600 
160 1,887,500 2,113,197 


of homes is still virtually non- 
existent. The prices of homes 
have risen substantially above 
that of the last peak in our real 
estate cycle so most homeowners 
have equity in their properties. 

The real estate market lags 
the general economy, meaning it 
will follow the other markets up 
or down. The general sequence 
is that as the economy improves, 
more people have jobs and re- 
ceive higher wages so they feel 
more comfortable getting into 
long-term commitments, like 
mortgages to purchase homes, 
thus fueling the real estate mar- 
ket. 

Our market bottomed out in 
2009, and with each cycle there 
are 2-3 years when we get sub- 
stantial double digit apprecia- 
tion. We have passed that point 
and currently are seeing the 
slowing of appreciation. 

Locally, the demand in San 
Francisco and the Richmond 
District will continue to be good, 
but price appreciation has 
slowed down from double digits 
to a more sustainable rate. There 
were some properties listed to- 
wards the end of the year that 
were withdrawn from the mar- 
ketplace because they did not 


Avg. Days on] No. of Median 
Price Market | Sales 


35 2,055,800 2,134,178. 


2018 


Avg. Days on 
Price Market 


Price 


15|26 1,867,500 2,090,865 15 
13|67. 2,100,000 2,380,649 13 
14138 2,047,500 2,479,310 13 
14/59 2,025,000 2,152,645 
131190 2,000,612. 2,289,925 


sell, especially amongst the 
higher priced homes in the 
neighborhood. The rise in inter- 
est rates and the decline in the 
stock market decreased afford- 
ability and caused some erosion 
of down payment money, a dou- 
ble negative for the housing mar- 
ket. 

My prediction for 2019 is that 
we will have a decent real estate 
market but not as strong as the 
last seven years. It will continue 
to be a seller’s market with a 
shortage of good inventory and a 
leveling off of prices. 

Therefore, if you are contem- 
plating buying real estate, be 
careful of overpaying. If you are 
planning on selling, keep in 
mind that there is short supply 
and you should get a good price. 
If you want to reposition your 
real estate portfolio, this is an 
excellent time to do so to take 
advantage of still low mortgage 
rates before they move up. 
Wishing you all the best in 2019! 

John M. Lee is a broker for 
Compass specializing in the 
Richmond and Sunset districts. 
For questions regarding real es- 
tate, call (415) 447-6231 or 
email johnlee @isellsf.com. 


Outside Lands’ permit 


Continued from page 1 


cluding hiring local people 
through job fairs in the 
Richmond and Sunset districts; 
expanding the “hotline hours” 
for noise complaints to cover the 
sound checks on the Thursday 
before the weekend-long event; 
the inclusion of at least three 
sound monitors responding to 
noise complaints and generating 
reports on the outcome of such 
responses; and more specific re- 
quirements for traffic enforce- 
ment, particularly related to 
Uber and Lyft drivers. 

As well, “community benefit 
funds” will be increased from 
$10,000 per year to $50,000 per 
year, split equally between 
Districts | and 4. This total in- 
creases to $60,000 in 2026. 

But all is not wine and roses 
for the festival. Over the years 
there have been many com- 
plaints from locals living on ei- 
ther side of the park. A part of 
the new agreement seeks to ad- 
dress these issues. 

At a community meeting in 
the Richmond District last 
September, Allen Scott of APE 
said the last concert also saw in- 
creased complaints from the 
neighborhood about noise and 
parking and traffic congestion, 
particularly on the Friday night 
opening, when there were many 
noise complaints. 

“We actually had an inordi- 
nate number of calls from the 
Sunset, including the Taraval 
Police Station. So, we were 
scrambling that day, scratching 
our heads trying to figure it out,” 
Scott said. “There was some low 
end (bass) at one of the stages 
that we were able to adjust, and 
we learned that the wind was 
blowing into that area. So, we 
made a number of adjustments.” 


There were 118 “unique 
calls” (meaning one call counted 
per individual, as opposed to an 
individual making multiple com- 
plaints) on Friday, 63 noise com- 
plaints on Saturday and 31 on 
Sunday. 

As for complaints about traf- 
fic, there were seven on Friday, 
eight on Saturday and one on 
Sunday, from both sides of the 
park. 

There were also complaints 
from neighbors about public uri- 
nation and vomiting on the 
street. A woman who said she 
lives near 35th Avenue and 
Fulton Street claimed a man 
parked his motor home in front 
of her house, then took beers out 
and sold them to teenage girls 
walking by on their way to the 
festival. 

There have also been com- 
plaints about Uber and Lyft 
drivers sleeping overnight in 
their cars to be on the scene the 
next day when the concert starts, 
and relieving themselves around 
the neighborhood. 

One woman said they did this 
in the bushes, and then the next 
day she saw people “tromping” 
through those same bushes on 
their way to the concert. 

Ketcham told the depart- 
ment’s operations committee that 
the department received 24 let- 
ters with concerns about or in 
Opposition to the concert; 15 
from the Richmond, five from 
the Sunset and the rest from oth- 
er areas. Of these, 75 percent ex- 
pressed concerns over sound. 
Other concerns were expressed 
about parking, park access, lit- 
tering and park damage. 

The RPD also received 34 let- 
ters of support from residents, 
non-profits, labor organizations 
and small businesses. 
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January Calendar of Events 


SAT Test Prep: This course will prepare 
students to take the 2018-19 SAT exam 
by building confidence, increasing stan 
dardized test fluency and setting effective 
test-taking goals, workshops take place 
over four week period, Sunset Branch 
Library, 1305 18th Ave., Sunday, starts 
Jan. 6, 1:30-4 p.m., free. For more infor- 
mation, call (415) 355-2808. To register, 
go to the website at 
www.studysmart.us/sfpl. 


Board Game Bonanza: The Anza 
Branch Library will provide numerous 
games, including Scrabble and Sorry, for 
the public to enjoy, 550 37th Ave., 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, 4:30-6 p.m., free. For 


QQ & 


more information, call (415) 335-5717. 


A Moment's Pause for Gratitude: 
Author Kevin Carroll shares insights into 
the power of gratitude from a lifetime of 
teaching and ministry, which is reflected 
in his new book, “A Moment's Pause for 
Gratitude,” Parkside Branch Library, 
1200 Taraval St., Tuesday, Jan. 8, 7-8 
p.m., free. For more information, call 
(415) 355-5770. 


Electric Car Workshop: This workshop, 
presented by the SF Department of the 
Environment and 350 SF, offers all the 
information the public needs to know to 
shop for an electric car, including how to 
charge it, and talks about the SunShares 
program, which offers discounts on elec- 
tric cars and rooftop solar, Richmond 
Branch Library, 351 Ninth Ave., 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, 6-7:30 p.m., free. For 
more information, call (415) 355-5600. 


SLIME: Youth are invited to have fun 
making “ooey, gooey” slime, Ortega 
Branch Library, 3223 Ortega St., 
Thursday, Jan. 10, 3:30-5 p.m., free. For 
more information, call (415) 355-5700. 


Guided Art Hike: A guided hike by 
Presidio docents will feature the four art- 
works of Andy Goldsworthy, including 
“Spire,” that are located in the Presidio, 
Presidio Officer’s 
Club, 50 Moraga Ave., 
Saturday, Jan. 12, 
10:30 a.m.-1 p.m., free. 
For more information 
or to register, call (415) 
561-4323. 


Lion Dancers: The 
Lunar New Year will 
be celebrated with lion 
dancers and a martial 
arts performance to 
ring in the “Year of the 
Pig, 4717,” Sunset 
Branch Library, 1305 
18th Ave., Saturday, 
Jan. 12, 11:30 a.m.- 
noon, free. For more 
information, call (415) 
355-2808. (Also at the 
Presidio Branch 
Library, 3150 
Sacramento St., 11:30 
a.m.) 


Love of Poetry: There 
will be an event featur- 
ing poetry, fun and re- 
freshments, the public 
can read a poem or just 
listen to others recite, 
Cultural Integration 
Fellowship, 2650 
Fulton St., Sunday, Jan. 
13, free. For more in- 
formation, email 
slovesndrs@aol.com. 


Sunday Matinee fea- 
tures ‘“Selma:” In cel- 
ebration of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, 
the film “Selma” will 
be shown, chronicling 
the historic civil rights 
march from Selma to 
Montgomery, 
Alabama, Anza Branch 
Library, 550 37th Ave., 
Sunday, Jan. 13, 2-4 
p.m., free. For more in- 
formation, call (415) 
355-5717. 


“Do It Yourself Kids:” Youth are invited 
to an open art or science lab where they 
can build or craft, for youth ages seven 
and older, Ortega Branch Library, 3223 
Ortega St., Monday, Jan. 14, 3-5 p.m., 
free. For more information, call (415) 
355-5700. 


Anza Library Teen Advisory Group: 
The Anza Branch Library is seeking teen 
agers to assist in library strategies to im 
prove service, 550 37th Ave., Tuesday, 
Jan. 15, 4:30-6 p.m., free admission and 
free pizza. For more information, call 
(415) 355-5717. 


Day of Volunteer Service: The public is 
invited to commemorate Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day by taking care of the 
Presidio, event features ecological restora- 
tion ahd landscape stewardship projects in 
and around the Fort Scott area, meet at 
Fort Winfield Scott, located near the 
Golden Gate Bridge, Monday, Jan. 21,9 
a.m.-I p.m., free. For more information or 
to register, go to the website at www.pre- 
sidio.gov/volunteer. 


Teen Gaming Competition: Teens can 
vie for the title of best west side gamer in 
a movie theater-style environment, games 
provided if needed, Ortega Branch 
Library, 3223 Ortega St., Tuesday, Jan. 22, 
4-5 p.m., free. For more information, call 
(415) 355-5700. 


Tibetan Treatment for Stress/Depres- 
sion: For those struggling with inadequate 
sleep, loss of concentration, anxiety or 
rapid heartbeat, a Tibetan self—healing 
technique called Hor—mey may help, doc- 
tor of Tibetan medicine and licensed 
acupuncturist Yangdron Kalzang will dis- 
cuss and demonstrate the use of Hor—mey, 
a medicinal warm oil poultice with no side 
effects, Sunset Branch Library, 1305 18th 
Ave., Wednesday, Jan. 23, 6-7:30 p.m., 
free. For more information, call (415) 
355-2808. 


Live Computer Music Concert: John 
Bischoff, a distinguished master of live 
computer music, will perform a 30 minute 
set of three electronic works, entitled 
“Circuit Combine,” “Level Shift” and 
“Visibility Study,” performance begins 
with a 20-minute slide show titled “Free 
Association: Snapshots of an 
Electroacoustic Musical History,” 
Richmond Branch Library, 351 Ninth 
Ave., Saturday, Jan. 26, 4-5 p.m., free. For 
more information, call (415) 355-5600. 


Chinese New Year Peach Blossom 
Painting: The public is invited to create a 
unique peach blossom painting to cele- 
brate the Year of the Pig, for ages three 
and older, Parkside Branch Library, 1200 
Taraval St., Saturday, Jan. 26, 3:30-4:30 
p.m., free. For more information, call 
(415) 355-5770. 


Teen Snack Trials — Black History 
Month: Teen-agers can taste and vote on 
the best snacks popular in black culture, 
for ages 13-18, Richmond Branch Library, 
351 Ninth Ave., Tuesday, Jan. 29, 4-5 
p.m., free. For more information, call 
(415) 355-5600. 


Scallion Pancake Workshop: Celebrate 
the Chinese New Year and the Year of the 
Pig by learning how to make scallion pan- 
cakes with A Little Yuminess, samples to 
follow, all materials and supplies provid- 
ed, Anza Branch Library, 550 37th Ave., 
Tuesday, Jan. 29, 5:30-7 p.m., free. For 
more information, call (415) 355-5717. 


Red Envelope Fish for Chinese New 
Year: Celebrate the Year of the Pig by 
making red envelopes in the shape of 
goldfish, materials provided, Sunset 
Branch Library, 1305 18th Ave., 
Wednesday, Jan. 30, 6-7 p.m., free. For 
more information, call (415) 355-2808. 


San Francisco Model of 1940: 
Neighborhood historian Woody LaBounty 
will give a presentation on the massive, 
3-D scale model of San Francisco created 
by the Works Progress Administration in 
the late 1930s, Merced Branch Library, 
155 Winston Dr., Wednesday, Jan. 30, 7- 
8:30 p.m., free. For more information, call 
(415) 355-2825. 
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Quentin Kopp 
Legislators are ‘special’ 


“We live in an age disturbed, 
confused, bewildered, afraid of 
its own forces, in search not 
merely of its road, but even of its 
direction. There are many voices 
of counsel, but few voices of vi- 
sion; there is much ... feverish 
activity, but little concert of 
thoughtful purpose. We are dis- 
tressed by our own ungoverned, 
undirected energies and do many 
things, but nothing long. It is our 
duty to find ourselves.” That’s 
not the mandate of contemporary 
political commentators and 
philosophers, but Woodrow 
Wilson, speaking at Princeton 
University on June 9, 1907. 

Once upon a time, presiden- 
tial campaigns were relatively 
short. Not now in the era of 
Trump, especially for 
Democrats, like an unknown 
congressman from Texas who 
was vanquished two months ago 
for U.S. Senate or another simi- 
lar type unknown except in 
Alameda County and the SF 
Chronicle, and rookie U.S. sen- 
ate members, including one from 
San Francisco. 

Forgotten is Kamala Harris’ 
conduct 16 years ago. Before 
election as San Francisco’s dis- 
trict attorney in November, 
2003, she benefited from ap- 
pointment to the $97 ,000-per- 
year California Unemployment 
Insurance Appeals Board, by 
then-Assembly Speaker Willie 
Brown in 1993, and the next 
year to the even higher-paying 
California Medical Commission. 

The Feb. 23, 2003 San Diego 
Union-Tribune observed that 
those two state boards were fre- 
quently condemned by taxpayers 
for “allow(ing) politically con- 
nected people with no expertise 

.. to earn large salaries for jobs 
that are less than full-time.” The 
erstwhile Bay Guardian’s 
Savannah Blackwell noted that 
Harris had no experience at the 
age of 30 to “qualify her to over- 
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DOMESTIC HELPER 
AVAILABLE 


Lady Seeks Live-in Position in SF 
as domestic helper, organizer, com- 
panion. Experienced, quiet, clean, 
non-smoker, uses public trans- 
portation. Local references. Call 
(415) 561-9275. 


CARPENTRY 
Far West Restorations & 
Construction: Carpentry, painting, 
plumbing, electrical, masonry, 
sheetrock, seismic retro., dryrot, 
roof repairs, gutter cleaning, tree 


see the work of 15 staff members 
who negotiate Medi-Cal reim- 
bursement rates with state hospi- 
tals.” Additionally, she was paid 
by taxpayers as an Alameda 
County deputy district attorney. 
In 1998, her California Medical 
Commission salary soared to 
$99,000 a year. Given a six-fig- 
ure job by then-SF District 
Attorney Terence Hallinan as a 
San Francisco deputy prosecutor, 
she rewarded her benefactor by 
running against him in 2003 af- 
ter San Francisco adopted public 
financing with clear eligibility 
rules, including a maximum 
amount of campaign spending. 
In her case, it was $211,000. 

After spending $1.15 million 
compared to Hallinan’s 
$362,000, she was the subject of 
an SF Ethics Commission com- 
plaint (that wasn’t a new experi- 
ence: in 2000, she was paid 
$8,000 to manage the unsuccess- 
ful re-election campaign of SF 
Supervisor Amos Brown and 
failed to notify the public of the 
mailing of two political 
brochures within the time legally 
required). Eventually, in 2003, 
Harris was charged by the Ethics 
Commission with violating her 
promise not to spend more than 
$211,000 on her district attor- 
ney’s campaign. Her violation of 
the public financing law was 
clear, but instead of fining her 
the maximum penalty of 
$275,000, the Ethics 
Commission assessed her a mere 
$34,000. 

The law also permitted her 
disqualification. As Blackwell 
wrote in September, 2005 for the 
former SFProgressive.com: “By 
law, Harris should not even be 
the city’s district attorney.” 

Most recently, taxpayers 
funded the December settlement 
of a harassment suit against a top 
aide in her U.S. Senate office for 
$400,000. As California’s most 
knowledgeable political com- 
mentator, Dan Walters wrote in 
Cal Matters on Dec. 18, after 
Harris claimed ignorance of the 
suit or settlement: “It seems in- 
credible that Harris would have 
been kept in the dark about a ha- 
rassment allegation against one 
of her closest aides, and the se- 
cret payoff that made it go away. 
That’s especially true since 
Harris has made sexual harass- 
ment a touchstone in preparing 
for a presidential run.” 

As a U.S. senator, of course, 
Harris is eligible for Washington 
elite access to an obscure, lucra- 


tive Social Security alternative 
under which one monthly pay- 
ment ($11,334) equals a whole 
year’s sum of ordinary Social 
Security payments. That’s 10 
times more than the average 
Social Security payment. 
Including Al Gore, about 351 
former congressmen and con- 
gresswomen collect such benefit, 
but deployment of taxpayers’ 
money also occurs locally. The 
California Fair Political 
Practices Commission (F.P.P.C.) 
recently fined BART a modest 
$7,500 for failing to file cam- 
paign expenditure statements in 
2016 for a $3.5 million bond. 
Public agencies are prohibited 
from using taxpayer funds for 
political campaigns. 
Unfortunately, F.P.P.C. authority 
doesn’t include whether such ac- 
tivity was legal in the first place 
because it can only apply sanc- 
tions for undisclosed public 
agency campaign spending. 
BART spent $7,791 of taxpayer 
money to produce videos and 
send texts to promote the bond 
measure, which won easily. 
Meanwhile, local district attor- 
neys and the state attorney gen- 
eral declined to sue agencies that 
used public money for political 
campaigns, criminally. In my 27 
years in elected public office, I 
witnessed one such criminal ac- 
tion by the San Mateo County 
district attorney, the best prose- 
cutor’s office in the nine Bay 
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Photo anieey a ies collector/Western Neighborhoods Project 
This photograph, circa 1900, shows four children standing in the Music Concourse located in 
front of the M.H. de Young Memorial Museum in Golden Gate Park. The museum and the sur- 
rounding area was developed for the 1894 Mid-winter Fair. The old museum was torn down 
and a new one, but it too was demolished to make room for the current de Young Museum, 
the third incarnation, which re-opened in 2005. 


Area counties. State Sen. Steve 
Glazer of Orinda has requested 
the attorney general investigate 
the violation and promises legis- 
lation to expand F.P.P.C. power. 
In November, the F.P.P.C. also 
decided there’s probable cause 
the Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors spent more than 
$800,000 of taxpayer money to 
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campaign for a 2017 homeless 
services ballot measure. 


The lesson? Pity the poor tax- 


payer. 


Quentin Kopp is a former San 


Francisco supervisor and state 
senator, retired judge and cur- 
rent member of the SF Ethics 
Commission. 


Email: BourbonCountySF@ gmail.com 
Featuring Over 100 Bourbons and Ryes! 


* Templeton Rye 4 yr. old, always $29.95 750mi 
* Four Roses Yellow Label, always $16.99 750mi_ 


: SPECIALIZING IN FINE SPIRITS & CRAFT BEERS 


SR UCT Seas CHER SRD UU SRL ae Ta BLS Ser Te 


Ray 415-420-6850 


Woodsmyth 


CONSTRUCTION Co. 


Remodels 
Additions 


Foundations & 
Structural Work 


www.woodsmythconstruction.com 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


trimming, interior and exterior re- 
store and rebuild. Jim Kennedy, CA 
lic. #751689, (415) 276-1990. 


‘GUITAR LESSONS 
Community Guitar Classes that 
go beyond “strumming campfire 
chords.” Mondays — beginner at 1 
p.m.; beginner/intermediate at 3 
p.m.; and intermediate at 7 p.m. 
$25 for 90-minute class. Outer 
Sunset. Contact: Doug @doug- 
cameronmusic.com. 


HAULING/CLEANING | 


Bruno’s Hauling and Cleaning, 


basements, backyards, lots; 
hauls/moves appliances, demolition 
cleanup (no liquids). 31 years haul- 
ing. No job too small. Free esti- 
mates. Call Bruno at (415) 665- 
8655, e-mail brunoshauling @ya- 
hoo.com, or go to the Web site at 
www.brunoshauling.com. 


HELP WANTED 
We are Looking for an Energetic 
and Courteous Person to join our 
great team! This is a server posi- 
tion, part-time, potentially full-time 
opportunity — PM shift, either start- 
ing at 11 p.m. or 4 p.m., always 


ending by 8 p.m. depending on 
availability. Excellent benefits at 30 
hours per week. Visit our Amazing 
Facility in the Heart of San 
Francisco: www.rgplaza.org. 


PHOTOGRAPHER 
Richmond Review/Sunset 
Beacon Photographer Philip L. 
Gangi is available to shoot your 
party or event. Reasonable rates. 
For more information, call (925) 
439-0917 or e-mail 
philflash@aol.com. 


Send us your classified or business service listing. 
Private party classified ads, up to 25 words, cost $5 per monthly listing. Business ads, up to 25 words, cost $20 per month. All ads must be pre-paid and mailed by the 20th of the month 


RENTALS 
Davis Realty Company can rent 
your residential property for you. 
Please contact us at (415) 668- 
5600; 5010 Geary Blvd., Ste. 2, SF, 
CA 94118. DRE 01022765 


VEHICLE DONATIONS 
The Janet Pomeroy Center needs 
vehicle donations to help pay for 
the computer lab for developmen- 
tally disabled children and adults. 
The Knights of Columbus 
Foundation is assisting the 
fundraising effort. To donate a vehi- 
cle, call Marian at (650) 991-9386. 


Fe IR NETS EL ETN ISS TES BEN SS NEO LOSE BT — 
BOURBON COUNTY @ CLEMENT STREET WINE & SPIRITS © 

2147 Clement Street between 22" & 23 Avenues 

_ 10AM to 10PM Monday — Saturday, 1OAM to 9PM Sunday 
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Cosplay 1sy-+ 


Register for Classes at WeeScotty.com 
609 Clement Street * 415.221.9200 


$1299 
gach 

Pisa Sea@*. Flex Sut or 
Gae™ Rutd 
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144 CLEMENT ST. 6122 GEARY BLYD. 


Corner of 3rd Ave. Bebween 25th & 26th Ave. 


Free Parking Available Open 7 Days 


Medi-Cal Enrollment Is Open Year-Round 


SAN FRANCISCO 200. | | 
HEALTH PLAN ‘“<))}) | & | | 
Here for you smears Medi-Cal 


NCQA Accredited Medicaid HMO Health Plan 
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